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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the International application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language Into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andA>r 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the International application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to In this 
report as "originally filed' and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-10 as originally filed 
ClalmSt Numbers 

1-10 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andbr any related table(s) » see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, siieets>figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (spedfy): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference Is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-1 052 793 (CANON KK) 1 5 November 2000 (2000-1 1-15) 

D2: US-A-4 694 472 (TOROK GABOR P ET AL) 1 5 September 1 987 (1 987-09-1 5) 



1 . Lack of Inventive step 

1 .1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of Independent claims 1 . 7 and 1 0 does not Involve an Inventive 
step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

1 .2 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and discloses (the references In parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A computer node comprising a synchronization unit for comparing networi< timing 
information for a first networi< with networl< timing information for a second networi< 
(paragraphs: [0086]-[0089], [0159); Fig. 2; Fig. 5a) and for communicating to the 
second networi< the difference between the first networic timing Infomiatlon and 
the second networic timing infomaatlon (paragraphs: [01 61 ]-[01 64]) to allow the 
second networi< to alter its networic timing infomiatlon using the difference to allow 
the networic timing infomnation between the first networic and the second networic 
to be reduce (paragraphs: [01 65], [01 66]). 

1 .3 The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this Icnown computer node in 
that: 

the computer node communicates only the sign of the timing difference and not 
the timing difference itself; 

the sign of the timing difference is sent to the first networic and not to the second 
networic. 

Concerning the difference in sending the synchronization information to the first 
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network and not to the second one, this distinguish feature seenfis not solving any 
specific technical problem and not adds anything of Inventive significance for the 
person skilled In the art. 

1 .4 The problem to be solved by the present Invention may therefore be regarded as 
how to save bandwidth In the transmission of synchronizing infomiation. 

1 .5 Document D2 discloses a clock adjustment method and apparatus which utilizes a 
transmitted positive or negative predetemilned fixed increment clock adjustment 
signal to phase adjust the clock of a system (col. 2, lines 20-32; 44-63; claim 2). In 
this way the number of bits required to send clock Information over the 
communication channel is reduced and the efficiency of the data transmission is 
increased. 

1 .6 Without the exercise of inventive skill, the person skilled In the art would apply this 
feature to the synchronization device of document D1 in order to solve the 
problem posed. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 of the present application cannot therefore be 
considered as Involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

1 .7 The same reasoning set out above applies, mutatis mutandis, to the 
subject-matter of the corresponding independent system claim 7 and method 
claim 10 which therefore are also considered not Inventive. 



2. Dependent claims 

Dependent claims 2-6, 8, 9 do not contain any features which. In combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step. 

The subject-matter of claims 2-6, 8, 9 Is already disclosed in document D1 
(paragraphs: [0161H0163]; Rg. 2; Fig. 5a) or represents an obvious design 
feature for the person skilled In the art. 
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